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At a Flatbush “Filterthon” event in a tent set up in front of Khal Veretzky (Landau’s shul), more than 20 technicians installed filters and answered technology
questions for hundreds of residents at no charge, all day Sunday. The event was organized by Venishmartem.

Senator: IRS

.
Targeting
Of Tea Party
Is “‘Chilling’
WASHINGTON (AP) - Republicans
said Sunday that the Internal
Revenue Service’s heightened
scrutiny of conservative political
groups was “chilling” and further
eroded public trust in govern-
ment.

Lawmakers said President
Barack Obama should apologize
personally for targeting tea party
organizations, and they chal-
lenged the tax agency’s blaming
of low-level workers,

“Ijust don’t buy that this was a
couple of rogue IRS employees,”
said Sen. Susan Collins (R-
Maine). “After all, groups with
‘progressive’ in their names were
not targeted similarly.”

If it were just a small number
of employees, she said, “then you
would think that the high-level

IRS supervisors would have
Continued on page 3

Resounding Election Victory
For Pakistan's Sharif
Questions remain about
Sharif's stance on Islamists.
More on page 2

Rafsanjani's Late Entry
Transforms Iranian Race
The former president, consid-
ered a moderate, registered
with just minutes to spare.
More on page 3

Fed Probe of Legislature
Raises Race Question
Experts say that the corruption
investigation is not singling out
blacks and Latinos.

More on page 5

At Stop-Frisk Mayoral
Forum, Liu Reigns Alone
Liu was the only candidate at
the forum on police tactics.
More on page 6

Brouhaha Over Sky-High
Bed Costs

Netanyahu reportedly spent
$127,000 on a special sleeping
cabin for a five-hour flight.

More on page 8
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New York
City Water
Rate Hike
Approved

BY YOCHONON DONN

NEW YORK - The New York City
Water Board approved a rate hike
on Friday, meaning that New
Yorkers will be paying an average
of $62 more a year slarting in
July.

The 5.6-percent increase was
recommended by Carter
Strickland, commissioner of the
city’s Department of
Environmental Protection, who
said it needs the money to main-
tain services.

“For the water we consume,
for the water we wash with, for
the water we use to flush our toi-
lets, and also the responsible dis-
posal of that water, the environ-
mentally acceptable way to dis-
pose of that water, it’s maybe $1,a
little over $1 a day, something like
that, for each of us,” said Alan
Ross, chairman of the Water
Board.

Critics pointed to the increase
in bills over the last five years as
proof that New Yorkers should
not have to pay more. The

Continued on page 6

Thousands of Women Gather
To Defend Kosel Traditions

BY HAMODIA STAFF

YERUSHALAYIM - When a group
of askanim came up with the idea
of inviting women who wvalue
Jewish tradition to come to the
Kosel early Friday morning,
which was Rosh Chodesh, for a
special tefillah gathering as a
response to the Nashot haKotel
(Women of the Wall), they were
hoping for a sizable turnout.

They didn’t imagine that a
crowd estimated by the police to
be between twelve and fifteen
thousand women would respond
to these calls by Gedole! Yisrael
and arrive from all over Eretz
Yisrael by 6:30 a.m. on Rosh
Chodesh Sivan. These ehrliche
women filled up the entire ezras
nashim (women’s section) of the
Kosel; subsequently, the Nashot

Continued on page 8

Syria and Hizbullah Threaten to
Open Golan Front Against Israel

BEIRUT (Reuters) — Threats
from Damascus and its Lebanese
ally Hizbullah to turn the Golan
Heights into a “resistance front”
against Israel could end nearly
four decades of calm across the
increasingly tense ceasefire line
separating Israeli and Syrian
forces.

President Bashar al-Assad,
and his father before him, kept
the front line between Syria and
the Golan quiet despite an official
state of war between the two
countries and Syria’s support for
terrorists in Lebanon and Gaza.

Bul following Tsrael’s air raids
near Damascus a week ago, Assad
was quoted as saying he would
turn the Golan into a “resistance
front” — suggesting he had given
a green light to guerrilla groups
to launch retaliatory attacks.

Assad’s ally Hassan Nasrallah,
head of Hizbullah, followed with
a promise to support his efforts
“to liberate the Syrian Golan.”

The Syrian side of the frontier
has already become a battle-
ground between Assad’s forces
and rebels seeking his overthrow,

Continued on page 9

After 17 Days,
Woman
Pulled Alive
From Rubble

SAVAR, Bangladesh (Reuters) — A
young Bangladeshi woman who
spent 17 days buried alive under a
collapsed garment factory was
rescued on Friday when aston-
ished workmen heard a voice call-
ing, “Save me, save me” from the
rubble.

Pale, drawn, but seemingly
unhurt, Reshma Begum was cut
from the ruins and hoisted onto a
stretcher to wild cheers in a scene
that captivated a nation which
had long given up hope of finding
any more survivors.

When the eight-story building
collapsed on April 24, Begum was
trapped in a lightless, cell-like
nook — alone, but alive. She man-
aged to survive by taking sips
from bottles of water buried with
her.

“To save water, I used to drink
only a small quantity,” Begum, 19,
said from her hospital bed.

Hours earlier, crews had
pulled the 1,000th dead body
from the wreckage.

By the end of the day, a
spokesman in the army control

Continued on page 2
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Venishmartem ‘Filterthon’ Event to Feature New Technology

A new breakthrough internet fil-
ter will be unveiled on Sunday at a
Flatbush event for Venishmartem,
where more than 20 technicians
will be available to install filters for
free.

The event is being sponsored by
two prominent Brooklyn askanim
who asked not to be named but
said they want to help people
strengthen themselves when con-
fronted with the dangers presented
by the internet.

The Venishmartem program, for
which they coined the term “fil-
terthon,” will be held at a giant tent
in front of Khal Veretzky (Landau's
shul) on Avenue L and E. 9th Street,
and will bring to Flatbush a pro-
gram that has already enabled
thousands of Yidden, easily and
free of charge, to change their elec-
tronic machines from devices with
the potential for grievous spiritual
harm into clean computers, smart-
phones or tablets capable of all
their previous work, while removing
their pitfalls.

Dovid Hecht, a computer tech-
nician who volunteers often for
Venishmartem's filtering programs,
said that as careful as a yungerman
may be, the dangers that are latent
in computers and smartphones are
omnipresent.

“As technology keeps evolving
and progressing,” Mr. Hecht said,
"so do the dangers that come with
it

Mr. Hecht also said even that if
people think they are immune to

§
Hall in Boro Park last year.

the darker side of technology, other
family members may unwittingly
fall prey.

“It's just too easy for a child
playing with a parent's old phone to
connect to any WiFi network and
get complete unfiltered access,” he
said. “Merely typing the wrong
address can somehow end up
opening the worst possible sites.
The least we can do is protect our-
selves and our families from these
mistakes.” :

About two dozen experienced
technicians will be available at the
tent all day Sunday, from 8 in the
morning until 11 at night, to help
with installing filters and guiding
users on the best plans for filtering.
The workers are professional and
have varied experiences, so anyone
who comes in will have someone
there who can help him. Some have
expertise with smartphones, while

Computer technologists assisting participants installing filters at Karlsburg

others are experts on computers.

Venishmartem officials say they
are excited about a new filter they
are unveiling on Sunday for the first
time, which they say addresses
many of the problems people have
had with current filtering systems.

The new filter, called the
Venishmartem Cloud Filter, or VCF
(www.vcf.coll), was invented by
the founder of Jnet. This person has
recently sold Jnet and spent $6 mil-
lion to develop a filter that would
act smartly, filtering the bad sites
while allowing quick access to
harmless sites.

He has succeeded in doing even
better. VCF filters can even.discern
harmful pictures or videos on a sin-
gle webpage. The filter allows
access to the page, while blocking
any inappropriate parts.

The VCF brochure explains,
"You won't have the option of

instantly removing the filter during
a weak moment. Removing VCF
requires the assistance of our cus-
tomer support, and takes at least
24 hours.”

The advantages of VCF are
manifold. If you want to unblock a
certain site, it can now be done
remotely, without the user needing
to open his software first. There are
many levels of protection, and the
filter can be set to different levels
for different users.

The password lies with the VCF
team, eliminating the need to share
passwords. Since the filter blocks at
the cloud level, it is impossible to
uninstall or circumvent.

“Our program is installed on
your computer and insures that all
your browsing is routed through
our servers,” the VCF brochure
asserts, “So it makes no difference
how you connect; you will always
be filtered.”

Technicians installing filters in computers.

nstalfod Hese

Users do not have to change
Internet Services Providers, since

VCF works with any ISP
Thousands of CDs are ready for
distribution on Sunday for instant
setup and a clear guide for the fil-
ter. The service costs $4.99 a
month ($7.99 for the Pro version),
but is free for those who cannot
afford it.

VCF does not slow down the
computer, takes five minutes to
install and can be done at home by
yourself.

Venishmartem was launched
before Pesach last year, when an
event at the Karlsburg Hall in Boro
Park drew hundreds of people.

Two months later, the
Venishmartem website (www.ven-
ishmarten.com) was launched. The
Venishmartem staff will be avail-
able on Sunday to help all comers.
While the event is for men only,
anyone can call 718-GET-HELP.
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‘Filterthon’ Takes Flatbush
By Storm

What do you get when dozens
of talented technicians, con-
cerned community askanim and
lay leaders, and a community
looking to purify their homes and
protect their souls in advance of
the holy Yom Tov of Kabbalas
HaTorah gather in one tent? Why,
aFilterthon!

Well over 1,600 Yidden came
through the large tent that was
erected outside Khal Veretzky in
Flatbush last Sunday with desk-
top computers, laptops, phones,
and other devices in tow, in need
of filtering for proper internet
usage.

The event, co-sponsored by
Hamodia, was arranged by a few
concerned activists who feel that
the best way to help the commu-
nity to protect their families is by
offering professional-grade filter-
ing solutions for their devices,
with the added incentive of bring-
ing the solutions to their doors —
in this case outside the shul where
thousands come through on a
Sunday.

To this end, a large tent was
erected on Avenue L, with sta-
tions manned by trained techni-
cians, each station geared to dif-
ferent kinds of devices. From 8
am. until midnight, they offered
solutions and installed many var-
ious kinds of filters, according to
need.

Hamodia sat down with the
people behind Venishmartem,
the powerhouse organization
behind this Filterthon, the
Filterthon in Boro Park one year
ago, and hopefully many more as
long as one Jewish home still pos-
sesses open internet.

“The goal of Venishmartem is
to solve the internet problem at
its root, by providing effective and
easy-to-use filtering solutions for
Klal Yisrael. Venishmartem aims

to help tens of thousands of
Yidden from all over the world to
install effective filtering in the
coming years. Venishmartem’s
team of technicians researches
every existing up-to-date solution
for every type of device,” Yaakov,
the organization’s founder, told
Hamodia.

Venishmartem has since its
inception been on the lookout for
effective, sophisticated solutions,
and after constant experimenta-
tion have arrived at the VCF
(Venishmartem Cloud Filter)
solution, complete with a call cen-
ter which, for a minimal monthly
fee, provides a full and tailored
service to each customer.

On the heels of their success at
the Boro Park event last year, as
soon as a sponsor was found for
this Flatbush event, they came
here.

Yaakov relates one event that
expresses the effectiveness of the
Filterthon: “One guy came with
seven devices! Two laptops, a

Talented computer technicians from our community volunteering at the

few moments of my sharing a few
stories with him, he promptly
agreed to filter all his devices,”
Yechezkel told Hamodia.

Despite having spent many
years in the arena, Yaakov is nev-
ertheless inspired. “It was so
inspiring to see how many Yidden
from all walks of life came to get
protection on their devices.”

Venishmartem Filterthon, where over 1,600 internet filters were installed on a

gamut of devices.

Harav Yochanan Kugelman, a well-known talmid chacham and masmid who is

also a technology whiz, sacrificing time from his busy schedule to volunteer at
the Venishmartem Filterthon last Sunday.

tablet, a phone, a notebook and
two gaming devices... We sat him
down with one of our top volun-
teers who worked with him for
over an hour and got all his
devices filtered.”

Meanwhile, Yechezkel, a psy-
chologist with addiction counsel-
ing training, and his partner at
Venishmartem relate his high-
light of the day: “A father came in
and asserted that in his opinion,
filtering isn’t necessary. After a

Yaakov says to the community,
“While hundreds came to get fil-
ters, thousands of frum Yidden
out there still have open internet
on their computers and devices.
Many people think that filters will
slow down their computers or
block them from things they like
to do, but this is not necessarily
true at all.

“The problem is that people
are used to not having filters and
are therefore afraid of what the

filter will do. This whole situa-
tion has to change. We must
ensure that the coming genera-
tion doesn’t even have a question
about whether to use internet
without a filter. Just like frum
families today don’t have a televi-
sion, it should be understood
that no frum person uses unfil-
tered internet.

“Our children will not be frus-
trated that the filter blocks the
things they like — because they
never will have had the experi-
ence of using the internet with-
out a filter in the first place. It
should become a given for every
frum Yid that unfiltered internet
is a danger to the very fabric of
Jewish life. The next generation
of frum Yidden must grow up
with the concept of filtered inter-
net as a basic prerequisite to
being an erlicher Yid,” he says.

‘What is their petition to the
community? “We need your
help!” says Yechezkel, co-
founder. “Get in touch with us so
we can bring this campaign
worldwide, and effect the change
that Yaakov speaks of.”

To those who want to answer
the call of “Mi laShem eilai,”
Yaakov can be contacted at
info@filterthon.com or at (646)
600-8100 Ext. 3.

As Rabbi Shain told Hamodia:
“One of the reasons for the min-
hag to eat milchigs on Shavuos is
that the utensils of Am Yisrael
were rendered treif due to receiv-
ing the mitzvah of basar b’chalav
at Kabbalas HaTorah. What we
saw today was people of all
stripes coming to, lhavdil, ‘kash-
er’ their ‘keilim’ in order to
receive the Torah on Shavuosina
more elevated and purified man-
ner.”

As a  public service,
Venishmartem filter guides are
available free of charge, describ-
ing the many different types of
filters in detail, for many types of
devices. There is an accompany-
ing CD that allows you download
protection directly, for acomput-
er or laptop. Rabbanim and prin-
cipals are welcome to call (347)
869-7331.
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About 1,600 Filters Installed at Free Flatbush Event
By Dovid Cahan
Monday, May 13, 2013 | A"ve/m D T

Flatbush - An estimated 7
1,600 computers,
smartphones and tablets
received a free filter, and
their users got free advice,
from more than 20
technicians at a “Filterthon”™
Sunday at a tent set up in
front of Rabbi Landau’s shul
in Flatbush, organizers said.

Organized by Venishmartem,
the event hosted the official
release of a new, state-of-
the-art filter, named “VCF”
(Venishmartem Cloud Filter).

Related i e .

Protecting Our Homes At the Flatbush "Fiterthon™ in front of Rabbi Landau’s shul all day Sunday. (Venishmartem)

Free Shredding Event Ideal
Opportunity to Destroy
Sensitive Documents

The develpment of an intelligent filter is very practical, since it does not block
websites, but rather looks at each individual page to make sure no inappropriate
content is leaking through.

Fire Consumes Flatbush Shul,
Rav's Residence . o . . . .
“The world wide web is like a storming river, and a filter for it, accordingly, must

be something like a filter for water, which filters every drop of water passing
through, [that doesn’t] just rely on a pre-set list of information,” one of the
directors of Venishmartem said.

Shredding Event Was a Huge
Success

Racial Protest in Flatbush
Owver NYPD Shooting

VCF Pro filter is available for free for computers and laptops, as well as
smartphones, the Safari browser and all apps.

At least 1,600 people downloaded the new VCF filter. If you missed this event,
vou can still reach Venishmartem, at 718 GET-HELP, for advice and for help
installing a filter that’s most practical for your business or home.

This

rticle appeared in print on page D14 of the May 14th, 2013 edition of Hamodia.
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Council to Albany: Alow Religious
Services in Schools

Anthony Weiner Enters Mayoral
Race In 2nd Place

M.]. Changes Parking Program for
Disabled

Cuomo: Create Tax-Free Zones
Around SUNY Campuses

City Posts "Mo Parking” Sign,
Promptly Tickets Cars

Stocks »

Dow 15,298.84
-8.33 (-0.05%)

NASDAQ 3,498.97
+33.722 (+0.97%)

S&P 500 1,649.06

-6.29 {~0.38%)

See more stocks »

B R 0.7736
== GBP 0.5624
—] 1S 3.6930

£ CHF  0.9684
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Brooklyn
72°F Light rain
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London Terror Attack Leaves 1
Dead

Ahmadinejad Decries Aide's
Disqualification From Election

Counci to Albany: Allow Religious
Services in Schools



